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Chapter  I 
INTRODUCTION 


The  life  and  mandate  of  this  committee  comes 
from  Chapter  158,  Session  Laws  of  1957.  Its  per- 
tinent part  is: 

.  .  .  "which  committee  shall  make  a  complete 
study  of  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Montana 
pertaining  to  the  Welfare  of  delinquent,  de- 
pendent, and  neglected  children  and  prepare 
for  introduction  to,  and  consideration  by  the 
1959  legislative  assembly,  a  complete  code  of 
laws  relating  to  the  procedures  and  care  of 
such  children."   (emphasis  supplied). 

The  committee  after  a  complete  study  does  not 
feel  a  new  and  complete  code  should  be  presented. 
We  do  present,  however,  new  and  curative  legis- 
lation on  the  phases  of  child  welfare  contained  in 
the  legislative  directive. 

Your  committee  primarily  concerned  with  the 
laws  that  govern  our  society  and  particularly  its 
young,  has  had  to  deal  with  the  broad  implica- 
tions of  the  problem.  We  sense,  as  does  most 
everyone,  a  partial  if  not  complete  breakdown  of 
the  home  as  we  know  it.  The  changing  moves  of 
the  time  has  troubled  us.  From  all  this  we  suggest 
that  there  is  little  the  law  and  agencies  and  courts 
can  do  unless  the  individual  and  particularly  the 
father  and  mother  are  willing  to  take  a  stand  to 
stem  the  tide.  A  working  creed  of  basic  family 
values  for  devoted  parents  should  include  the 
following  points: 

1.  Parents  must  make  the  home  a  bastion  of 
love  and  security  by  spending  more  time 
there;  baby  sitters  and  others  are  not  ade- 
quate substitutes  for  parents. 

2.  The  inculcation  of  right  and  wrong,  respect 
for  others,  and  a  living  moral  code  can  be 
a  part  of  each  child's  life — if  parents  go  with 
their  children  to  the  church  of  their  choice 
and  see  that  they  attend  Sunday  School. 
A  Christian-centered  home  is  a  successful 
one. 


3.  Schools  must  have  the  support  of  parents. 
Discipline  is  a  necessary  part  of  a  happy 
successful  child.  Parents  must  make  clear 
(however  difficult  it  may  be  at  times)  that 
the  teacher  and  school  regulations  must  be 
obeyed. 

4.  Discipline,  physical  or  otherwise,  is  part  of 
a  successful  rearing  of  children.  The  child 
experts,  who  seemed  a  few  years  ago  to 
have  deserted  this  basic  precept  of  our  fa- 
thers, have  returned  to  it. 

5.  Responsibility  of  parents  for  the  destructive 
acts  of  their  children  (property)  is  part  of  this 
basic  creed. 

Your  committee  knows  most  parents  adhere  to 
these  basic  statements.  But  there  is  a  great  need 
for  all  parents  to  do  so. 

While  we  are  the  creature  of  new  legislation 
many  of  our  members  of  the  1955  committee  served 
on  the  present  one.  Our  study  then,  has  been  en- 
riched by  that  past  experience. 

Our  report  is  presented  to  you  in  the  following 
order: 

I.  Introduction 

II.  Recommendations 

III.  Appendix. 

We  are,  again  quite  humble,  in  presenting  this 
report.  It  does,  however,  represent  our  best — in 
constructive  thinking,  analysis  and  planning  on 
the  most  precious  resource  of  the  State  of  Montana 
— our  children. 

In  this  Report  we  will  please  some  few  people, 
anger  others,  and  completely  satisfy  no  one,  even 
ourselves.  Everyone  has  his  pet  panacea  for  these 
youth  problems.  The  expressed  nostrums  are  in 
great  conflict.  But  we  do  feel  that  we  are  care- 
fully planning  for  one  situation  as  it  exists  in 
Montana. 


Chapter  II 
RECOMMENDATIONS 


We  place  this  first  in  our  report,  it  should  be 
last.  But  we  are  dealing  in  specifics  and  present- 
ing our  results  to  busy  men  and  women — the 
legislature.  Here  in  concrete  form  are  the  basic 
ultimates  of  our  two  year  study: 

1.  We  have  not  changed  our  mind.  Each  Judi- 
cial District  of  the  State  of  Montana  should 
have  a  fulltime  trained  probation  officer.  All 
but  three  districts  do  have.  A  mandatory  re- 
quirement in  the  law  will  make  it  state-wide. 

2.  We  must  continue  to  insist  on  recruiting  the 
best  qualified  probation  officers. 

One  way  that  qualifications  could  be  im- 
proved would  be  for  the  legislature  to  recog- 
nize the  need  for  additional  training  at  any 
one  of  the  units  of  the  greater  University  of 
Montana.  Some  of  these  units  have  devel- 
oped courses  primarily  focused  on  develop- 
ing the  skills  and  the  knowledge  of  probation 
officers,  and  it  is  requested  that  consideration 
be  given  to  permitting  probation  officers  to 
attend  such  educational  meetings  and  have 
their  per  diem  and  expenses  paid  as  well  as 
educational  leave  during  the  time  they  are 
absent  from  their  duties.  The  Appendix  also 
makes  reference  to  this  in  amending  Sec- 
tion 10-622  to  include  a  statement  that  not 
only  must  a  probation  officer  be  appointed 
for  each  judicial  district  but  he  must  be  quali- 
fied by  education,  training  and  experience. 
It  is  anticipated  that  if  future  committees  are 
appointed  by  the  legislature,  that  the  spe- 
cifics of  education  and  training  would  be 
more  clearly  spelled  out. 

3.  Proper  legislation  in  the  field  of  juvenile  de- 
linquency must  rest  on  adequate  knowledge. 
This  knowledge  is  almost  non-existent  at 
the  present  time  except  in  a  few  localized 
areas.  A  juvenile  statistical  recording  and 
reporting  system  for  the  entire  State  is  a 
must. 

4.  In  our  dealing  with  delinquent  juveniles  we 
need  all  the  facts  we  can  get  about  the  in- 
dividual concerned.  This  is  even  more  im- 
perative when  the  child  is  institutionalized. 
Particularly  is  this  so  if  rehabilitation  is  our 
goal — not  mere  confinement.    We  need  in- 


formation in  the  form  of  medical,  psychiatric 
and  case  studies  sent  forward  with  each  boy 
and  girl  institutionalized. 

5.  Our  study,  conferences  with  probation  offi- 
cers and  judges  and  with  staff  of  our  juve- 
nile institutions  convince  this  committee  that 
a  juvenile  court  order  of  commitment  digs  an 
almost  insurmountable  chasm  between  the 
child  and  his  community.  This  is  most  ap- 
parent when  the  child  is  returned  to  his  home 
by  the  institution.  Interested  probation  offi- 
cers, judges,  friends,  relatives  and  institu- 
tional staff  try  to  bridge  it,  but  it  is  not 
enough.  The  law  must  require  such  liaison 
between  the  committing  juvenile  court  and 
the  institution.  Without  such  coordination 
rehabilitation  of  juveniles  is  a  hollow  and 
useless  procedure. 

6.  The  past  four  years  has  made  clear  to  us 
the  continuing  task  in  this  field.  The  rapid 
progress  and  development  of  the  State  mer- 
its equal  growth  and  progress  in  this  field. 
The  prior  work  and  study  can  be  easily  lost 
without  a  permanent  Child  Welfare  Advisory 
Committee  with  revolving  membership.  Such 
a  committee  can  assure  continuity,  progress, 
and  stability  in  the  field  of  study.  We  feel 
that  the  greatest  success  would  be  a  com- 
mittee operated  under  the  authority  and 
continuity  of  a  legislative  enactment. 

7.  We  have  continued  our  study  of  the  past 
four  years  on  the  question  of  publicity  ot 
juvenile  court  procedures  and  juveniles.  We 
do  not  agree  with  the  extreme  view  that  the 
single  answer  is  that  uncontrolled,  unrea- 
soning publicity  will  cure  all  problems  of 
delinquency  among  our  young  people.  The 
wide  spread  publicity  given  adult  crime  has 
had  limited  curative  effect;  it  is  just  as  doubt- 
ful that  it  v.'ill  so  operate  in  the  field  of  juve- 
nile matters.  We  do  feel,  however,  that  a 
wise,  planned  provision  to  allow  publicity  in 
juvenile  matters  will  do  this:  (1)  it  will  re- 
move the  feeling  among  the  general  public 
that  juvenile  courts  and  their  officials  work 
in  dark,  secret,  and  even  sinister  manner  to 
protect  society  and  rehabilitate  our  youth; 
(2)  it  will  allow  the  juvenile  judge,  in  his 


sound  discretion,  the  use  of  publicity  as  still 
another  tool  for  effective  work;  (3)  it  will 
establish  bonds  of  understanding  and  appre- 
ciation with  the  men  who  operate  our  news- 
papers, radios,  and  television  stations; 
(4)  it  will  place  professional  responsibility 
on  these  men  of  the  fourth  estate;  (5)  and 
finally,  it  will  give  us  a  chance  to  observe 
the  practicality  and  wisdom  of  such  a  course. 

Dependent  and  neglected  children  who  are 
so  declared  to  be  by  District  Court  present  a 
problem.  The  problem  is  the  failure  to  ter- 
minate or  provide  for  an  effective  future 
termination  of  parental  authority.  With  such 
termination  adoption  of  such  children  may 
be  had  with  reasonable  speed. 

Your  committee  feels  the  present  law 
(Section  10-510,  R.C.M.  1947)  is  adequate  to 
meet  the  need.  It  need  only  be  used  by  the 
courts.    We  recommend,   therefore,    that   in 


each  case  of  a  dependent  and  neglected 
child,  the  court  determine  in  its  order  if  the 
child  should  be  adopted,  and  if  so,  the  right 
to  consent  to  its  adoption  should  be  granted 
to  an  appropriate  individual  or  agency. 

The  Committee,  during  its  study,  gave  con- 
sideration to  the  State  Orphans'  Home  at  Twin 
Bridges.  The  reports  that  have  been  made  on  the 
Home  and  the  situation  there  indicate  at  present 
there  are  no  orphans  in  the  home.  It  is  reported 
by  the  superintendent  that  the  children  do  not 
like  to  be  classified  as  "orphans"  since  they  really 
do  have  parents  and  want  to  be  considered  chil- 
dren who  have  parents  of  their  own.  Therefore, 
it  is  the  Committee's  opinion  that  the  name  of  the 
State  Orphans'  Home  should  be  changed  to  "The 
Montana  Children's  Center"  and  that  the  sections 
relating  to  this  matter  in  the  present  law  beginning 
with  Section  10-103  and  affecting  other  sections 
including  10-121  be  amended  accordingly. 
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Chapter  III 
APPENDIX 


A  BILL  FOR  AN  ACT  ENTITLED:  "AN  ACT 
TO  AMEND  SECTIONS  10-103,  10-104,  10-109, 
10-110,  10-118,  10-119  and  10-121,  REVISED  CODES 
OF  MONTANA,  1947,  BY  SUBSTITUTING  THE 
WORDS  "MONTANA  CHILDREN'S  CENTER"  FOR 
THE  WORDS  "STATE  ORPHANS'  HOME"  IN 
SAID  SECTIONS,  AND  SUBSTITUTING  SAID 
WORDS  IN  EVERY  PLACE  SAID  WORDS  ARE 
USED  IN  DESIGNATING  THE  STATE  HOME 
THROUGHOUT  EACH  AND  ALL  SAID  SECTIONS, 
SO  THAT  SAID  HOME  SHALL  BE  KNOWN  AS 
THE  MONTANA  CHILDREN'S  CENTER,  INSTEAD 
OF  THE  STATE  ORPHANS'  HOME,  AND  RE- 
PEALING ALL  ACTS  AND  PARTS  OF  ACTS  IN 
CONFLICT  HEREWITH." 

BE  IT  ENACTED  BY  THE  LEGISLATIVE  AS- 
SEMBLY OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA: 

Section  1.  That  Section  10-103,  Revised  Codes 
of  Montana,  1947,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"10-103.  Supervision  and  control.  The  gen- 
eral supervision  and  control  of  the  (MATTER  DE- 
LETED) Montana  Children's  Center  is  vested  in  the 
state  board  of  education  and  a  local  executive 
board." 

Section  2.  That  Section  10-104,  Revised  Codes 
of  Montana,  1947,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby- 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"10-104.  Employment  of  superintendent  and 
matron.  The  state  board  of  education  shall  have 
power  to  employ  a  superintendent  and  a  matron 
for  the  (MATTER  DELETED)  Montana  Children's 
Center  and  to  prescribe  the  general  duties  and 
fix  the  compensation  and  term  of  office  of  said 
employees." 

Section  3.  That  Section  10-109,  Revised  Codes 
of  Montana,  1947,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"10-109.  Free  education  for  inmates  at  ex- 
pense of  home.  That  the  local  executive  board 
of  the  Montana  (MATTER  DELETED)  Children's 
Center  is  hereby  authorized,  at  its  discretion,  to 
provide  free  education  at  the  expense  of  the 
(MATTER  DELETED)  Montana  Children's  Center 
for  any  orphan,  foundling,  or  destitute  child  who 
now  is  or  may  hereafter  be  admitted  to  said 
(MATTER  DELETED)  Center,  subject,  however,  to 
the  terms  of  this  act." 


Section  4.  That  Section  10-1 10,  Revised  Code.-; 
of  Montana,  1947,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"10-110.  Free  education  of  inmates  of  (MAT- 
TER DELETED)  Children's  Center,  industrial  school 
and  girl's  vocational  school  at  University  of  Mon- 
tana. Any  inmate  of  the  Montana  (MATTER  DE- 
LETED) Children's  Center,  the  state  industrial 
school,  or  the  state  vocational  school  for  girls  who 
shall  have  completed  the  course  of  study  of  any 
of  said  institutions  and  shall  have  shown  evidence 
of  studious  and  industrious  habits,  shall  be  en- 
titled upon  the  recommendation  of  the  superin- 
tendent and  local  executive  board  of  any  of  said 
institutions,  to  receive  free  education  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  state  for  a  period  not  to  exceed  four 
(4)  years,  at  any  unit  of  the  University  of  Montana, 
and  shall  likewise  be  entitled  to  receive  at  the 
expense  of  the  state  the  necessary  high  school  or 
other  training,  if  any  be  needed,  to  enable  such 
student  to  enter  any  of  the  institutions  of  higher 
learning  herein  mentioned." 

Section  5.  That  Section  10-118,  Revised  Codes 
of  Montana,  1947,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"10-118.  Application  for  admission.  When  it 
is  desired  to  place  any  child  in  said  (MATTER 
DELETED)  Montana  Children's  Center,  application 
shall  first  be  made  to  the  judge  of  the  district 
court,  and  said  court  shall  require  the  state  bureau 
of  child  protection,  or  some  individual  designated 
by  said  court,  to  make  a  full  and  complete  investi- 
gation of  said  application  and  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances relating  thereto,  and  to  present  such 
facts  with  a  petition  for  admission  to  the  said 
(MATTER  DELETED)  Children's  Center  to  the  said 
judge,  in  whom  shall  be  vested  the  authority  to 
make  commitment." 

Section  6.  That  Section  10-119.  Revised  Codes 
of  Montana,  1947,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"10-119.  Court  may  commit  children  and  shall 
order  payment  to  the  (MATTER  DELETED)  Mon- 
tana Children's  Center.  Whenever  in  proceedings 
the  district  court  shall  deem  the  parents  improper 
persons  to  have  the  care,  custody  or  control  of 
children  of  the  marriage,  or  whenever  the  abuse 
of  parental  authority  shall  be  established  by  an 
action    brought    for    that    purpose,    or    whenever 


deemed  for  the  best  interest  of  children  as  shown 
by  an  investigation  made  by  the  bureau  of  child 
protection,  or  by  an  individual  designated  by  the 
Court,  the  court  may  order  the  child  or  children 
committed  to  the  (MATTER  DELETED)  Montana 
Children's  Center,  and  must  order  the  parent  or 
parents  to  pay  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as 
under  their  circumstances  appears  just,  in  the 
discretion  of  the  court,  the  same  to  be  due  and  be 
paid  monthly  to  the  state  through  the  court  having 
jurisdiction  to  defray  the  expenses  of  such  child 
or  children  in  the  home,  and  such  sum  or  sums 
so  paid  shall  be  by  such  court  paid  and  credited 
to  the  general  fund  of  the  State  of  Montana.  Should 
such  sum  or  sums  so  ordered  by  the  court  to  be 
paid,  be  not  paid  when  due,  the  party  or  parties 
liable  therefor  shall  be  guilty  of  contempt  of  court, 
and  in  addition  thereto  execution  may  issue  on 
the  order  of  the  court  against  the  party  or  parties 
in  default  for  the  amount  due  and  unpaid,  and  any 
property  owned,  or  money  or  wages  due  such 
party  or  parties,  may  be  levied  on  under  such 
execution,  and  used  in  satisfying  the  same,  and 
no  exemption  under  any  existing  law  shall  be 
allowed  any  party  liable  under  this  section." 

Section  7.  That  Section  10-121,  Revised  Codes 
of  Montana,  1947,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"10-121.  Incorrigible  children.  Whenever  any 
child,  an  inmate  of  the  (MATTER  DELETED)  Chil- 
dren's Center  shall  be  incorrigible,  or  shall  by  con- 
tinuous vicious  or  immoral  conduct  be  a  menace 
to  the  welfare  of  the  other  wards  of  the  home,  the 
superintendent,  under  the  direction  of  the  local 
executive  board,  shall  make  complaint  to  the 
county  attorney,  who  shall  thereupon  bring  pro- 
ceedings in  the  district  court  against  such  accused 
child,  and  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  district  judge 
such  charges  are  sustained  by  competent  evi- 
dence, he  shall  order  the  accused  committed  to  the 
Montana  State  industrial  school.  The  provisions 
of  sections  80-801  to  80-827,  relating  to  the  state 
industrial  school,  shall  be  applicable  to  this  sec- 
tion." 

Section  8.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  con- 
flict herewith  are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  9.  This  act  shall  be  in  full  force  and 
effect  upon  its  passage  and  approval. 


AN  ACT  TO  AMEND  SECTION  10-605,  REVISED 
CODES  OF  MONTANA,  1947,  RELATING  TO  THE 
INFORMATION  —  INVESTIGATION  —  PETITION 
OF  THE  JUVENILE  COURTS. 

BE  IT  ENACTED  BY  THE  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEM- 
BLY OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA: 

Section  1.  That  Section  10-605,  Revised  Codes 
of  Montana,  1947,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"10-605.  Information  —  investigation  —  peti- 
tion. Whenever  any  person  informs  the  court 
that  a  child  is  within  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the 
court  shall  make  a  preliminary  inquiry  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  interests  of  the  public  or  of  the 
child  require  that  further  action  be  taken.  There- 
upon the  court  may  make  such  informal  adjust- 
ment as  is  practicable  without  a  petition,  or  may 
authorize  a  petition  to  be  filed  by  any  person. 
The  proceeding  shall  be  entitled  'In  the  interest  of 

,  a  child  under  eighteen  years  of 

age.' 

The  petition  shall  be  verified,  alleging  briefly 
the  facts  which  bring  said  child  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  and  stating  (1)  the  name,  age, 
and  residence  of  the  child;  (2)  the  names  and  resi- 
dences of  his  parents;  (3)  the  name  and  residence 
of  his  legal  guardian,  if  there  be  one;  (4)  the  name 
and  residence  of  the  person  having  custody  or 
control  of  the  child;  (5)  and  the  name  and  resi- 
dence of  the  nearest  known  relative,  if  no  parent 
or  guardian  can  be  found.  If  any  of  the  facts 
herein  required  are  not  known  by  the  petitioner, 
the  petition  shall  so  state." 

Section  2.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  con- 
flict herewith  are  hereby  repealed. 

AN  ACT  TO  AMEND  SECTION  10-617,  REVISED 
CODES  OF  MONTANA,  1947,  RELATING  TO 
THE  PENALTY  FOR  IMPROPER  AND  NEGLIGENT 
TRAINING  OF  CHILDREN. 

BE  IT  ENACTED  BY  THE  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEM- 
BLY OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA: 

Section  1.  That  section  10-617,  Revised  Codes 
of  Montana,  1947,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"10-617.  Penalty  for  Improper  and  Negligent 
Training  of  Children.  Any  parent  or  parents, 
legal  guardian,   or  any  other  person  who   shall 


encourage,  wilfully  cause  or  contribute  to,  or 
through  negligence  in  the  care,  custody,  guidance, 
education,  maintenance,  or  direction  of  any  child 
under  eighteen  years  of  age,  cause  or  permit  such 
child  to  violate  any  law  of  this  state,  or  the  ordi- 
nance or  ordinances  of  any  city  of  this  state,  or 
to  be  or  become  incorrigible,  or  to  knowingly 
associate  with  thieves,  vicious  or  immoral  persons; 
or  to  grow  up  in  idleness  or  crime,  or  to  knowingly 
enter  a  house  of  prostitution;  or  to  knowingly  visit 
or  patronize  any  place,  house,  or  apartment  build- 
ing where  any  gambling  device  is  or  gambling 
devices  are  or  shall  be  operated  or  run,  or  where 
any  gambling  is  done  or  conducted,  or  to  patron- 
ize or  visit  any  saloon  or  saloons,  or  dram  shop 
or  dram  shops,  where  intoxicating  liquors  are 
sold,  or  to  patronize  or  visit  any  public  poolroom 
or  poolrooms,  (matter  deleted)  or  to  wander  about 
the  streets  of  any  town  or  city  in  the  night-time, 
without  being  on  lawful  business  or  occupation,  or 
to  habitually  wander  about  or  visit  any  railroad 
yards  or  tracks,  or  to  jump  or  hook  on  to  any  mov- 
ing train  or  to  enter  any  car  or  engines,  without 
lawful  authority;  to  use  habitually  any  vile,  ob- 
scene, vulgar,  profane,  or  indecent  language,  or 
to  be  guilty  of  immoral  conduct  in  any  public 
place,  or  about  any  schoolhouse  or  grounds,  or 
keep  or  permit  it  in  or  about  any  saloon  or  place 
where  spiritous  liquors  or  intoxicating  liquors  are 
sold,  or  in  any  gambling  house  or  place  where 
gambling  is  practiced,  or  in  a  house  of  ill  fame  or 
prostitution;  or  to  become  addicted  to  the  use  of 
spirituous  and  intoxicating  liquors  not  for  medical 
purposes  prescribed  by  a  physician;  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  upon  trial  and  con- 
viction thereof  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  less 
than  ten  dollars  ($10.00)  and  not  to  exceed  one 
thousand  dollars  ($1,000.00),  or  imprisonment  in 
the  county  jail  for  a  period  not  exceeding  nine  (9) 
months,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment." 

Section  2.     All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  con- 
flict herewith  are  hereby  repealed. 

AN  ACT  PROVIDING  FOR  THE  CONTROL  AND 
REGULATION  OF  PUBLICITY  FOR  JUVENILE 
COURT  HEARING  AND  PROCEEDINGS,  AND 
REPEALING  SECTION  10-633,  REVISED  CODES 
OF  MONTANA.  1947,  AND  CONTAINING  A 
REPEALING  CLAUSE. 

BE  IT  ENACTED  BY  THE  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEM- 
BLY OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA: 


Section  1.  The  general  public  shall  be  ex- 
cluded from  all  juvenile  court  hearings,  and  only 
such  persons  admitted  as  the  juvenile  judge  shall 
find  to  have  a  direct  interest  in  the  case  or  in  the 
work  of  the  court.  Representatives  of  newspaper, 
radio,  and  television  shall  be  admitted  to  all  hear- 
ings. The  name  or  picture  of  any  child  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  juvenile  court  shall  not  be  made 
public  by  any  newspaper,  radio,  or  television  sta- 
tion except  in  the  case  of  habitual  juvenile  offend- 
ers, and  then  only  as  authorized  by  order  of  the 
juvenile  court. 

Section  2.  Section  10-633,  of  the  Revised  Codes 
of  Montana,  1947,  and  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in 
conflict  herewith  are  hereby  repealed. 

AN  ACT  TO  AMEND  SECTION  10-622,  REVISED 
CODES  OF  MONTANA,  1947,  AS  AMENDED  BY 
CHAPTER  36  OF  THE  SESSION  LAWS  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  MONTANA,  1955,  RELATING  TO  THE 
APPOINTMENT,  REMOVAL  AND  SALARIES  OF 
PROBATION  OFFICERS  FOR  THE  JUVENILE 
DEPARTMENTS  OF  DISTRICT  COURTS  IN  THE 
STATE  OF  MONTANA. 

BE  IT  ENACTED  BY  THE  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEM- 
BLY OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA: 

Section  1.  That  Section  10-622,  Revised  Codes 
of  Montana,  1947,  as  amended  by  Chapter  36  of 
the  Session  Laws  of  the  State  of  Montana,  1955, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as 
follows: 

"10-622.  Probation  officers  —  appointments  — 
removal  —  salaries.  In  every  judicial  district  of 
the  State  of  Montana  the  judge  thereof  having 
jurisdiction  of  juvenile  matters  must  appoint  one 
qualified  person  of  adequate  training  and  experi- 
ence, who  shall  be  known  as  the  chief  probation 
officer  of  such  district  and  who  shall  hold  his  of- 
fice until  removed  by  the  court.  Such  officer  shall 
receive  for  his  services  such  sum  as  shall  be  spe- 
cified by  the  court  upon  appointment,  provided 
that  the  judge  of  the  district  court  may  employ 
him  on  a  yearly  salary  not  to  exceed  four  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  dollars  ($4,800.00),  or  on  a  per 
diem  basis  for  the  time  actually  and  necessarily 
employed  in  performing  the  duties  of  the  office. 
The  salary  of  such  officer  shall  be  apportioned 
among  and  paid  by  each  of  said  counties  in  which 
said  officer  shall  be  appointed  to  act,  in  proportion 
to  the  assessed  valuation  of  such  counties  for  the 
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year  then  current,  except  that  where  such  official 
is  appointed  for  one  county,  his  salary  shall  be 
paid  by  that  county. 

The  judge  having  jurisdiction  of  juvenile  mat- 
ters may  also  appoint  such  additional  persons  to 
serve  as  deputy  probation  officers  as  the  judge 
deems  necessary;  their  salaries  to  be  fixed  by  the 
judge  at  the  time  of  appointment,  provided  that 
such  salaries  shall  not  exceed  ninety  per  cent 
(90%)  of  the  salary  of  the  chief  probation  officer, 
or  four  thousand  three  hundred  twenty  dollars 
($4,320.00). 

Section  2.  All  Acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  con- 
flict herewith  are  hereby  repealed. 

A  BILL  FOR  AN  ACT  ENTITLED:  "AN  ACT  TO 
AMEND  SECTION  10-623,  REVISED  CODES  OF 
MONTANA,  1947,  RELATING  TO  THE  DUTIES 
AND  POWERS  OF  THE  PROBATION  DEPART- 
MENT AND  REQUIRING  THAT  A  MONTHLY  RE- 
PORT BE  FILED  WITH  THE  STATE  DEPARTMENT 
OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE,  AND  REPEALING  ALL 
ACTS  AND  PARTS  OF  ACTS  IN  CONFLICT 
HEREWITH." 

BE  IT  ENACTED  BY  THE  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEM- 
BLY OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA: 

Section  1.  That  Section  10-623,  Revised  Codes 
of  Montana,  1947,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  10-623.  Duties  and  powers  of  the  pro- 
bation department.  The  chief  probation  officer, 
under  the  direction  of  the  judge,  shall  have  charge 
of  the  work  of  the  probation  department.  The 
probation  department  shall  make  such  investiga- 
tion as  the  juvenile  court  may  direct,  keep  a  writ- 
ten record  of  such  investigations  and  submit  the 
same  to  the  judge,  or  deal  with  the  same  as  the 
judge  may  direct.  The  department  shall  furnish  to 
any  delinquent  child  or  to  any  person  within  the 
purview  of  sections  10-617  and  10-618,  placed  on 
probation  a  written  statement  of  the  conditions  of 
probation,  and  shall  keep  informed  concerning 
the  conduct  and  condition  of  each  person  under 
its  supervision,  and  shall  report  thereon  to  the 
judge  as  he  may  direct.  Each  probation  officer 
shall  use  all  suitable  methods  to  aid  persons  on 
probation  and  bring  about  improvement  in  their 
conduct  and  condition.  The  probation  department 
shall  keep  full  records  of  its  work,  and  shall  keep 
accurate  and  complete  accounts  of  money  col- 


lected from  persons  under  its  supervision,  and 
shall  give  receipts  therefor  and  shall  make  reports 
thereupon  as  the  judge  may  direct.  The  probation 
department  shall,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  (15th) 
day  of  each  month,  submit  a  statistical  report  of 
its  activities  for  the  preceding  month  to  the  state 
department  of  public  welfare  of  Montana  on  such 
forms  as  shall  be  provided  by  such  department 
with  a  copy  to  the  board  of  county  commissioners 
in  each  county  within  the  district.  Such  report 
shall  not  use  the  names  of  any  juvenile,  but  shall 
only  use  numbers.  Probation  officers,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  this  act,  shall  have  the  powers  of  police 
officers. 

"All  information  obtained  in  discharge  of  offi- 
cial duty  by  any  officer  or  other  employee  of  the 
juvenile  court  shall  be  privileged  and  shall  not  be 
disclosed  to  anyone  other  than  the  judge  and 
others  entitled  under  this  act  to  receive  such  infor- 
mation, unless  and  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
judge." 

Section  2.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  con- 
flict herewith  are  hereby  repealed. 

A  BILL  FOR  AN  ACT  ENTITLED:  "AN  ACT  TO 
AMEND  SECTIONS  61-209  AND  61-210  OF  THE 
REVISED  CODES  OF  MONTANA,  1947,  AS 
AMENDED,  RELATING  TO  THE  ADOPTION  OF 
CHILDREN,  AND  REPEALING  ALL  ACTS  AND 
PARTS  OF  ACTS  IN  CONFLICT  HEREWITH. 

BE  IT  ENACTED  BY  THE  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEM- 
BLY OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA: 

Section  1.  That  Section  61-209  of  the  Revised 
Codes  of  Montana,  1947,  as  amended  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"61-209.  Investigation.  (1)  Upon  the  filing  of  a 
petition  for  adoption  the  court  may  in  its  discretion 
order  an  investigation  to  be  made  by  the  State  De- 
partment of  Public  Welfare  or  any  other  private 
agency  licensed  and  approved  for  such  investiga- 
tory purpose  by  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Welfare,  and  may  in  its  discretion  further  order 
that  a  report  of  such  investigation  shall  be  filed 
with  the  court  by  the  designated  investigator  with- 
in the  time  fixed  by  the  court  and  in  no  event  more 
than  thirty  (30)  days  from  the  issuance  of  the  order 
for  investigation,  unless  time  therefor  is  extended 
by  the  court.  Such  investigation  if  ordered  by  the 
court  shall  include  the  conditions  and  antece- 
dents of  the  child  for  the  purpose  of  determining 


whether  he  is  a  proper  subject  for  adoption;  appro- 
priate inquiry  to  determine  whether  the  proposed 
home  is  a  suitable  one  for  the  child;  and  any  other 
circumstances  ond  conditions  which  may  have 
a  bearing  on  the  adoption  and  of  which  the  court 
should  have  knowledge. 

(2)  The  court  must  order  agencies  named  in 
subsection  (1)  of  this  section  located  in  one  or  more 
counties  to  make  separate  investigations  on  sep- 
arate parts  of  the  inquiry  as  may  be  appropriate. 

(3)  The  report  of  such  investigation  shall  be- 
come a  part  of  the  files  in  the  case  and  shall  con- 
tain a  definite  recommendation  for  or  against  the 
proposed  adoption  and  state  reasons  therefor." 

Section  2.  That  Section  61-210  of  the  Revised 
Codes  of  Montana,  1947,  as  amended  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"61-210.  Summary  decree.  If  the  child  is  re- 
lated by  blood  to  one  of  the  petitioners,  or  is  a 
stepchild  of  the  petitioner,  or  the  court  finds  that 
the  best  interests  of  the  child  will  be  furthered 
thereby,  the  court  may  waive  the  investigation  re- 
quired in  Section  9  or,  after  examination  of  the  re- 
port, may  waive  the  entry  of  an  interlocutory  de- 
cree and  the  waiting  period  of  six  months  provided 
in  Section  1 1  and  grant  a  final  decree  of  adoption 
if  satisfied  that  the  adoption  is  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  child. 

Section  3.  All  Acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  con- 
flict herewith  are  hereby  repealed. 

AN  ACT  TO  RE-ESTABLISH  THE  CHILD  WELFARE 
ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  STATE  OF 
MONTANA  AS  PROVIDED  IN  CHAPTER  158  OF 
THE  LAWS  OF  THE  THIRTY-FIFTH  LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA,  1957; 
PROVIDING  FOR  THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  SUCH 
COMMITTEE  BY  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  THE  STATE 
OF  MONTANA:  PROVIDING  FOR  THE  DUTIES 
OF  SUCH  COMMITTEE,  ITS  COMPOSITION  AND 
PERIOD  OF  EXISTENCE:  AND  PROVIDING  AN 
EFFECTIVE  DATE. 

BE  IT  ENACTED  BY  THE  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEM- 
BLY OF  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA: 

Section  1.  That  within  sixty  (60)  days  follow- 
ing the  adjournment  of  this  legislative  assembly, 
the  governor  shall  appoint  a  committee  of  twelve 
(12)   persons,    which    committee    shall    meet    and 


organize  itself  within  thirty  (30)  days  following  ap- 
pointment; and  which  committee  shall  make  a 
complete  study  of  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Mon- 
tana pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  delinquent,  de- 
pendent and  neglected  children,  and  prepare  for 
introduction  to,  and  consideration  by  the  1961 
legislative  assembly,  a  complete  code  of  laws  re- 
lating to  the  procedures  and  care  of  such  children. 

Section  2.  Such  committee  shall  be  composed 
of  one  (1)  judge,  one  (1)  senator,  one  (1)  represent- 
ative, one  (1)  representative  from  the  private  child- 
placing  agencies  now  licensed  by  the  State  of 
Montana,  one  (1)  doctor,  one  (1)  practicing  attorney- 
at-law,  one  (1)  representative  of  the  Montana  state 
department  of  public  welfare,  and  five  (5)  lay  per- 
sons to  be  selected  at  large. 

Section  3.  The  committee  hereby  established 
shall  be  designated  as  the  child  welfare  advisory 
committee.  The  members  thereof  will  be  reim- 
bursed actual  and  necessary  expenses  expended 
in  attendance  at  meetings;  and  such  reimburse- 
ment shall  be  made  out  of  any  federal  moneys 
now  available,  or  to  become  available,  for  such 
purposes,  and  paid  out  of  any  such  funds  by  the 
Montana  state  department  of  public  welfare.  Such 
committee  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  upon  any 
department  of  the  State  of  Montana  for  informa- 
tion and  assistance  in  carrying  out  its  assigned 
duties. 

Section  4.  The  committee  shall  designate  one 
of  its  members  as  chairman,  who  shall  be  em- 
powered to  call  meetings  at  such  times  and  places 
within  Montana  as  he  deems  necessary.  The  term 
of  existence  of  such  committee  shall  be  until 
December  31,  1961.  At  or  before  the  fifteenth  day 
of  December,  1961,  the  committee  shall  submit  to 
the  governor  of  the  State  of  Montana  its  recom- 
mendations. The  governor  of  the  State  of  Montana 
shall  recommend  to  the  thirty-seventh  legislative 
assembly  appropriate  action  for  amendment  or  re- 
codification of  the  laws  pertaining  to  the  care  and 
welfare  of  children. 

Section  5.  This  act  shall  be  in  full  force  and 
effect  from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 


9  — 


1 


